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Disclaimer 
 

This document is provided “AS IS” with no warranties whatsoever, including any warranty of 
merchantability, noninfringment, fitness for particular purpose, or any warranty otherwise 
arising out of this document. GS1 Italy disclaims all liability for any damages arising from use 
or misuse of this document, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory 
damages, and including liability for infringement of any intellectual property rights, relating to 
use of information in or reliance upon this document. 
 
GS1 Italy retains the right to make changes to this document at any time, without notice. 
GS1 Italy makes no warranty for the use of this document and assumes no responsibility for 
any errors which may appear in the document, nor does it make a commitment to update the 
information contained herein.  GS1 and the GS1 logo are registered trademarks of GS1 AISBL.
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Introduction 
 

This document provides operational guidelines for the correct completion of GS1 GDSN attributes related 
to the declaration of the presence or absence of gluten in a product, as well as additional information 
connected to compliance with "gluten-free" specifications within the Italian market context. 

 

The following product categories have been identified in relation to the management of "gluten-free" 
information. For each category, the following sections will provide specific operational instructions for the 
correct population of the relevant GS1 GDSN attributes. 

 

The identified categories are as follows: 
 

1. Products 
containing 
gluten 
 
 
• Products with 
gluten as an 
ingredient 
• Products that 
may contain traces 
of gluten 
(cross-contaminati
on) 
 

2. Gluten-free 
products 
 
 
• Gluten-free 
products with a 
label declaration 
(claim) 
• Gluten-free 
products without a 
label declaration 
 

3. Certified 
gluten-free 
products, i.e., 
products 
carrying the 
"Crossed Grain" 
logo 
 

 

4. Gluten-free 
products listed 
in the Prontuario 
AiC 
 

 

5. Reimbursable 
gluten-free 
products 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Each of the categories and the approach adopted for their management within GDSN will be illustrated in 
the following sections. 

 

Please note that the completion of the specific attributes indicated below is required only at the 
consumer unit level. 
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1​ Products containing gluten 
 
 
1.1​ Products with gluten as an ingredient 

For “Products containing gluten as an ingredient”, it is mandatory to indicate the presence of the 
“Contains gluten” statement using the following GDSN attributes: 

 

 

Optionally, if allergens are managed in GDSN, the presence of gluten as an allergen can be indicated 
using the following attributes: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2​ Products that may contain traces of gluten (cross-contamination) 

“Products that may contain traces of gluten” are those that, for example, do not contain gluten 
ingredients but are manufactured in a facility where cereals containing gluten are also processed. As a 
precautionary measure, to indicate possible cross-contamination, the label typically includes statements 
such as: "May contain traces of gluten" or "May contain gluten". 

 

For these products, it is mandatory in GDSN to indicate the presence of the “May contain traces of 
gluten” / “May contain gluten” statement, also specifying whether this statement is actually present on 
the product packaging, using the following attributes: 
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BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical 
name / Modulo 

Definition Attribute 
value 

7237 Claim Type Code claimTypeCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that states the type of claim 
applicable to the product. It may be used 
alone, or in combination with Claim 
Element Code to identify a specific 
element, such as a food ingredient, 
chemical compound or sustainability factor, 
to which the claim type applies. 

CONTAINS 

7233 Claim Element 
Code 

claimElementCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that specifies an element, such as 
a food ingredient, chemical compound or 
sustainability factor, that is subject to the 
claim type specified by the Claim Type 
Code. 

GLUTEN 

BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical 
name / Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

376 Allergen 
Containment 
Code 

levelOfContainmentCode 

Module: 
AllergenInformationModule 

Code indicating the level of presence of 
the allergen. 

CONTAINS 

375 Allergen Type 
Code 

allergenTypeCode 

Module: 
AllergenInformationModule 

Code indicating the type of allergen. AW - Cereals 
and its 
derivatives 

https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimTypeCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimElementCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=Allergen&name=levelOfContainmentCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=Allergen&name=allergenTypeCode
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Optionally, if allergens are managed in GDSN, the presence of gluten as an allergen can also be indicated 
using the following attributes: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

           Copyright © GS1 Italy. All rights reserved Page 6 of 11 

BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical name 
/ Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

7237 Claim Type 
Code 

claimTypeCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that states the type of claim 
applicable to the product. It may be 
used alone, or in combination with 
Claim Element Code to identify a 
specific element, such as a food 
ingredient, chemical compound or 
sustainability factor, to which the 
claim type applies. 

MAY_CONTAIN 

7233 Claim Element 
Code 

claimElementCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that specifies an element, 
such as a food ingredient, chemical 
compound or sustainability factor, that 
is subject to the claim type specified 
by the Claim Type Code. 

GLUTEN 

7235 Claim Marked 
On Package 

claimMarkedOnPackage 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that specifies if the claim is 
on the product package or not. 

TRUE / FALSE 

BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical 
name / Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

376 Allergen 
Containment 
Code 

levelOfContainmentCode 

Module: 
AllergenInformationModule 

Code indicating the level of presence 
of the allergen. 

MAY_CONTAIN 

375 Allergen Type 
Code 

allergenTypeCode 

Module: 
AllergenInformationModule 

Code indicating the type of allergen. AW - Cereals 
and its 
derivatives 

https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimTypeCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimElementCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimMarkedOnPackage
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=Allergen&name=levelOfContainmentCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=Allergen&name=allergenTypeCode
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2​ Gluten-free products 
 
 
2.1​ Gluten-free products with a label declaration (claim) 

“Gluten-free products with label declaration” are gluten-free products that include a declaration (claim) 
on the label regarding the absence of gluten, such as “gluten-free.” 

The relevant attributes, belonging to the productInformationModule, are those listed in the table below. 

 

Different code values of the attribute claimTypeCode can be used to indicate, according to Regulation 
(EU) No 828/2014: 

●​ Gluten-free products:​
claimTypeCode = FREE_FROM; claimElementCode = GLUTEN​
 

●​ Products with very low gluten content:​
claimTypeCode = VERY_LOW; claimElementCode = GLUTEN 

 

Furthermore, through the free-text attribute claimDescription, it is possible to specify a wording, as 
indicated in Regulation (EU) No 828/2014, among the following: 

●​ Products suitable for people intolerant to gluten/celiac:​
claimDescription = “Suitable for people intolerant to gluten” / “Suitable for celiacs”​
 

●​ Products specifically formulated for people intolerant to gluten/celiac:​
claimDescription = “Specifically formulated for people intolerant to gluten” / “Specifically 
formulated for celiacs” 

 

The GDSN attributes to be used are summarized in the following table. 
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BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical name 
/ Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

7237 Claim Type 
Code 

claimTypeCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that states the type of claim 
applicable to the product. It may be 
used alone, or in combination with 
Claim Element Code to identify a 
specific element, such as a food 
ingredient, chemical compound or 
sustainability factor, to which the 
claim type applies. 

FREE_FROM/  
VERY_LOW 

7233 Claim Element 
Code 

claimElementCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that specifies an element, 
such as a food ingredient, chemical 
compound or sustainability factor, that 
is subject to the claim type specified 
by the Claim Type Code. 

GLUTEN 

7235 Claim Marked 
On Package 

claimMarkedOnPackage 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that specifies if the claim is 
on the product package or not. 

TRUE 

7239 Claim 
Description 

claimDescription 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

Information provided by the seller regarding the product's 
nutrition/health claims. 

 

Free text: "Adatto alle persone intolleranti al 
glutine”/”Adatto ai celiaci”/ 

”Specificamente formulato per persone intolleranti al 
glutine”/”Specificamente formulato per celiaci" 

https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimTypeCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimElementCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimMarkedOnPackage
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ProductInformationDetail&name=claimDescription
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2.2​ Gluten-free products without a label declaration 

“Gluten-free products without a label declaration” are gluten-free products that do not include a 
declaration (claim) on the label regarding the absence of gluten, for example, products that are naturally 
gluten-free. 

 

The relevant attributes, belonging to the productInformationModule, are those listed in the table below. 
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BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical name 
/ Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

7237 Claim Type 
Code 

claimTypeCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that states the type of claim 
applicable to the product. It may be 
used alone, or in combination with 
Claim Element Code to identify a 
specific element, such as a food 
ingredient, chemical compound or 
sustainability factor, to which the 
claim type applies. 

FREE_FROM/  
VERY_LOW / 
NATURALLY_F
REE_FROM 

7233 Claim Element 
Code 

claimElementCode 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that specifies an element, 
such as a food ingredient, chemical 
compound or sustainability factor, that 
is subject to the claim type specified 
by the Claim Type Code. 

GLUTEN 

7235 Claim Marked 
On Package 

claimMarkedOnPackage 

Module: 
ProductInformationModule 

The code that specifies if the claim is 
on the product package or not. 

FALSE 

https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimTypeCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimElementCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=ClaimDetail&name=claimMarkedOnPackage
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3​ Certified gluten-free products, i.e., products with the "Crossed 
Grain" logo 

 

“Certified gluten-free products” are those products whose packaging displays the “Crossed Grain” symbol. 
The Crossed Grain is a registered trademark owned by the Italian Celiac Association (Associazione 
Italiana Celiachia, AIC). 

 

 
The symbol may be applied only to products that have been verified as suitable for consumption by 
celiacs (gluten content below 20 ppm) and therefore indicates only those products whose production 
process has been examined and certified. 
 
The GDSN attribute to be used to indicate this logo is listed in the table below. 

 

 

 

 

The “Crossed Grain” symbol is shown illustratively in the images below: 
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BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical 
name / Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

2312 Packaging Marked 
Label Accreditation 
Code 

packagingMarkedLabel
AccreditationCode 

Module: 
PackagingMarkingModule 

A marking, on a label, that 
the trade item received 
recognition, endorsement, 
certification by following 
guidelines by the label 
issuing agency. This does not 
represent regulatory labels 
like CE, ? . 

(CROSSED_GRAIN_SYM
BOL) – Crossed Grain 
Symbol 

https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=PackagingMarking&name=packagingMarkedLabelAccreditationCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=PackagingMarking&name=packagingMarkedLabelAccreditationCode
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4​ Gluten-free products listed in the Prontuario AiC 
 

“Gluten-free products listed in the Prontuario AiC” are gluten-free products included in the Prontuario AiC 
(AiC Handbook of the Italian Celiac Association), meaning foods suitable for consumption by celiac 
individuals, as they are guaranteed to be free from gluten contamination. 

 

The GDSN attributes to be used for this case are summarized in the following table. 
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BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical 
name / Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

1066 Diet Type Code dietTypeCode 

Module: 
DietInformationModule 

Code indicating the diet the product 
is suitable for. 

COELIAC 

1069 Certification 
Agency 

certificationAgency 

Module: 
DietInformationModule 

Name of the organization issuing 
the certification standard or other 
requirement being met. Free text 
field. Example: European Union 

Free text: 

AIC 

1089 Certification 
Value 

certificationValue 

Module: 
DietInformationModule 

The unique identification (ID) that 
provides a trade item's certification 
standard value, official licensing 
number or identification which 
proves that a product/process has 
passed the certification procedure. 

Free text: 

PRONTUARIO_AIC 

https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=DietTypeInformation&name=dietTypeCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=CertificationInformation&name=certificationAgency
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=Certification&name=certificationValue
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5​ Reimbursable gluten-free products 
 
“Reimbursable gluten-free products” are products included in the National Register of products 
reimbursable by the Italian National Health Service (Sistema Sanitario Nazionale, SSN). 
Unfortunately, this Register is currently provided by the Ministry of Health only as a list by product or by 
company and in PDF format. 
The products are listed only by name and are not identified by GTIN, making consultation and 
management difficult. For this reason, producers are requested to complete this information in the GDSN 
data model. 
 
These products may optionally display on their packaging, at the producer’s discretion, the logo 
“Gluten-Free Food – Reimbursable Product”, illustrated below: 

 

 

 

For this case, the attributes required to be completed are those listed in the table below. 
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BMS 
ID 

Attribute Attribute technical 
name / Modulo 

Definition Attribute value 

1066 Diet Type Code dietTypeCode 

Module: 
DietInformationModule 

Code indicating the diet the 
product is suitable for. 

COELIAC 

1069 Certification 
Agency 

certificationAgency 

Module: 
DietInformationModule 

Name of the organization issuing 
the certification standard or other 
requirement being met. Free text 
field. Example: European Union 

Free text: 

Ministero della Salute 

1089 Certification 
Value 

certificationValue 

Module: 
DietInformationModule 

The unique identification (ID) that 
provides a trade item's certification 
standard value, official licensing 
number or identification which 
proves that a product/process has 
passed the certification procedure. 

Free text: 

RIMBORSO_CELIACHIA 

https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=DietTypeInformation&name=dietTypeCode
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=CertificationInformation&name=certificationAgency
https://navigator.gs1.org/gdsn/attribute-details?version=13&parent=Certification&name=certificationValue
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